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CLAIMS 



What is claimed is: 



1 \ In a video device, a metliod of determining a portion of a block of data to be 
5 orovided tova display device, said method comprising the steps of: 
V) ( a) receiving said block of data; 

\y b) receiving an Input regarding an apf5earance of said display device; 

c) selecting, said portion of said block of data to be displayed on said display 
device based on said input; 
1 0 d) formatting sa|d portion of said block of data to create an image frame for said 

3 display device; and 

n e) communicating s'kid image frame to said display device. 



2. The method recited in Claini 1 wherein said video device is a set-top box. 



^5 



^ ^ "^^^ meTFlod^qcit^^ 1 further comprising the step of storing said 

M ^lock of data in a menriory^buffe^^ use. 



4. The method recited in Claim 1 wherein said ii^put includes display 
20 characteristics of said display device. 

5. The method recited in Claim 4 wheiBin said display characteristics of said 
display device include aspect ratio data i;;^arding said display device. 

25 6. The method recited in C|^im 4 wherein said display characteristics includes 

a screen size and a resolution c(t said display device. 
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7. The method recited in Claim 1 wher^fn said input is provided by said display 



device. 



<3S 



^ethod recited in Claim 4 wherein said block of data is on-screen 




N> display informatio 




9. The method recited in Clair/ 3 wherein said on-screen display information is 
Electronic Program Guide (EPG) information. 



method recited in Claim 1 wherein said portion of said block of data to 



displayed and s^td^ormatting of said portion of said block of data is adapted for 
display device having an as^teqt ratio of 4:3. 



a 



ij^ 1 1 . The method recited in Claim 1 wh^F^ said portion of said block of data to 

y be displayed and said formatting of said portion of s^ block of data is adapted for a 
"£ display device having an aspect ratio of 16:9. 



12. The method recited in Claim 1, Wherein input is provided by a user. 



20 



'^T'he method recited in Claim 1 further comprising the steps of: 
selebtmg a specific portion of said block of data based on a default value for 
resoh^ion, and screen size of a class of display devices; 
g) communicatihgan image frame formed by said specific portion of said block 
25 of data to said display dew 



aspect ratio, 
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h) \eceiving user input regarding an appearance of said image frame on said 
display device; 

i) repeating steps f) througli h) for each of different specific portions of said block 
of data that ardyselected based on different available values of aspect ratio, resolution, 
and screen size of said class of display devices; and 

j) identifyind a new default value to be used with said display device based 
upon said input regarding said appearance. 



10 
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14. A video device comprising: 
a receiver unit Adapted to receive said block of data; 
a processor coupled to said receiver unit; and 

a computer readable memory coupled to said processor and containing 
program instructions stored therein that when executed implement a method for 
determining a portion of a brock of data to be provided to a display device, said 
method comprising the steps of: 

a) receiving said ftlock of data; 

b) receiving an inplJt regarding an appearance of said display device; 

c) selecting a portion, of said block of data to be displayed on said display 
device based on said input; 

d) formatting said porti<Yi of said block of data to create an image frame 
for said display device; and 

e) communicating said inkge frame to said display device. 



25 box. 



15. The video device recited in Claim 14M/vherein said video device is a set-top 
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17. The video device recited in Claim l^wherein said input includes display 
characteristics of said display device. 



18. The video device recited in Qfaim 17 wherein said display characteristics of 
5 said display device include aspect rati/ data regarding said display device. 



^"T' 19>^Pb§.video^de^ recited in Claim 17 wherein said display characteristics 
^ includes a screen sizTariairTesQliit^^ of said display device. 



10 20. The video device recited in Claim 14 wherein said input is provided by said 

display device. 
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^ I ^ .^^The video device recited in Claim 1 7 wherein said block of data is on- 
screen displayirtfsttDation. 



22. The video device recited \/c\a\m 21 wherein said on-screen display 
information is Electronic Program ^liide (EPG) information. 

?>^oC^ video device recited in Claim 14 wherein said portion of said block of 

20 Oilata to be dispfeye^d said formatting of said portion of said block of data is adapted 
for a display device havin^"aqaspect ratio of 4:3. 



24. The video device recited in CTaim 14 wherein said portion of said block of 
data to be displayed and said formatting of saibsqortion of said block of data is adapted 
25 for a display device having an aspect ratio of 16:9. 
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26. yhe video device recited in Claim 11 further comprising the steps of: 

f) sele^sting a specific portion of said block of data based on a minimum possible 
5 value for aspect ratio, resolution, and screen size of a class of display devices; 

g) commCinicating an image frame formed by said specific portion of said block 
^ Joi data to said display device; 

Q^^^ ^) receivind user input regarding an appearance of said image frame on said 

^ display device; ^ 

1 0 i) repeating st^os f) through h) for each of different specific portions of said block 

2 of data that are selected based on different available values of aspect ratio, resolution, 

j-;J and screen size of said dJass of display devices; and 

f identifying a default value to be used with said display device based, upon 

W said input regarding said ajopearance. 

"si 

Tis 

yj 27. A video display system comprising: 

a) a receiver for receivinda block of data corresponding to electronic 
g programming guide (EPG) inforni^ion; 

b) a memory unit for storing Information regarding display characteristics of a 
20 display screen; 

c) a processor for formatting a portion of said EPG information into an array of 
columns and rows based on said displayvcharacteristic of said display screen whereby 
more columns are displayed if said displayycharacteristics indicate a wide aspect ratio 
display; and 

25 d) means for providing an output signa)^to said display screen to display said 

array. 
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28rs:ti^method recited in Claim 1 further corpprising the step of: 
f) programming>-fe^iver to automatically implement vertical compression of 
said block of data with a first as^eetj:atio for display on said display device having a 
second aspect ratio. 
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